[Megakaryoblastic acute leukemia: bone and joint manifestations in a 7-month-old child].
Acute megakaryoblastic leukemia accounts for approximately 3-10% of acute myeloid leukemia in children. Its diagnosis may be difficult because of associated myelofibrosis. We report the case of a 7-month-old child who presented hepatomegaly with bicytopenia. She also developed bone and joint pain with recurrent aseptic arthritis. We suggested the diagnosis of megakaryoblastic leukemia early but multiple bone marrow investigations had been processed without positive results because of sampling problems and lack of abnormal cells in the morphological, phenotypic, and cytogenetic examinations. We had a variety of indirect evidence for our assumption: the x-ray showing periosteal new bone, lytic lesions and metaphyseal bands, bone marrow aspirate smears with micromegakaryocytes, and bone marrow biopsy suggesting myelofibrosis. This was very suggestive of leukemia but we could not prove it and we finally found megakaryoblasts on bone marrow aspirate smears after more than 2 months of investigation and initiated a course of corticosteroids.